
 



COMMON DRAINFIELD LAYOUTS 
 

1. Septic tank, distribution box, drainfield 
* generally used on level ground 

 

 
 

2. Septic tank, drop boxes, drainfield 
* generally used on sloping ground     
 

 
 

3. Septic tank, drainfield 
* generally older systems 
* site may be level or sloping 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Septic tanks are large (500-1500 gallons) tanks that settle out and store solids. They are typically made 
out of concrete and have one or more access holes (about 2 feet across) for inspection and cleaning. 

Septic tanks may also be made out of fiberglass, polyethylene (plastic) or older tanks may be made out of steel. Steel 
tanks may be round and have an access lid as large as the tank diameter (5' across or more). Polyethylene tanks have 
smaller access holes, like a concrete tank. Typically, effluent moves out of the septic tank and into the drainfield by gravity. 
If the drainfield is higher than the septic tank, the septic tank will have a pump. Pumps require occasional checking, 
cleaning, and replacement.  
 
Distribution boxes and Drop boxes are small concrete or polyethylene vaults which distribute effluent from the septic 
tank into the drainfield lines.  
 
The drainfield is a network of newer plastic chambers, or, pipes or tiles surrounded by gravel that allow effluent to seep 
into the soil. The size of the drainfield depends on the texture and effective depth of the soil. 
 
Locating your septic tank: Septic tanks are usually located fairly close to the house (5' is the minimum distance from 
foundations). Likely areas are near the kitchen or bathroom plumbing. The top of the tank is usually 0-2 feet below the 
ground surface. The Environmental Health Department may have a record of your septic tank location. Records are 
unlikely for systems put in before 1974. Most septic tank pumpers will locate the tank and expose the lid for you for a fee. 


